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What is Plagiarism?

The action or practice of taking someone else's work, 
idea, etc., and passing it off as one's own.
Oxford English Dictionary



 HENLEY, J., 2021. '‘Only two pages’ of 
Luxembourg PM’s university thesis 
were not plagiarised'. The Guardian. 27 
October. Available from: 
https://www.theguardian.com/educati
on/2021/oct/27/luxembourg-xavier-
bettel-university-thesis-was-mostly-
plagiarised [Viewed 24 January 2022].



Is Plagiarism Just About Copying Text?

No!
Music, videos, images and the spoken word can 
all be plagiarised. 



Plagiarism in 
the news



Plagiarism is a 
serious 
academic 
offence

Why? As an ATU student you 
are expected to maintain 
standards of academic 
integrity. 

Academic integrity means:

• Doing your academic work
well and with honesty

• Giving credit to other
people′s work and ideas by
correctly citing and
referencing the original
source.
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What happens 
if I plagiarise?

It depends on the extent of the 
plagiarism. 

For example, how much of the 
work is plagiarised? Are you 
first year or final year?

Penalties in ATU can include:

 Formal warning

 Assignment downgraded or 
awarded zero %

 Case referred to Disciplinary 
Committee
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How is it 
detected?

Your lecturer notices changes in your writing 
style

Your lecturer can ‘Google’ suspect phrases

ATU’s plagiarism detection software (Turnitin)

Disciplinary procedures

Resubmission of work

CC BY-SA-NC



Why do people 
plagiarise?

Intentional Plagiarism

 Time pressure

 Laziness

 Open to cheating

Unintentional Plagiarism

 Misunderstanding what 
plagiarism is

 Failing to reference correctly

 Carelessness / Time pressure

Not understanding what plagiarism is or failing to 
reference is no excuse… it’s still plagiarism!
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What Counts As 
Plagiarism?



Submitting 
work that isn’t 
your own

Getting someone 
else to write your 
assignment

Using generative 
AI, for example, 
ChatGPT

Paying someone 
to write your 
assignment



Failing to 
reference 
correctly

Copying text from a source and pasting it into 
your essay… without referencing

Not putting an author’s exact words in 
quotation marks

Failing to reference all the sources you used

Using an image, graph, chart, video or anything 
else you find online in your work without 
providing a reference



Common 
knowledge

The only source you can use in an essay without referencing it, 
is information that is considered common knowledge

Common knowledge examples

• There are twelve months in a year

• Julius Caesar was a Roman

• Galway is in Ireland

Not sure if it’s common knowledge? If in doubt, reference!



What You 
Can Do



ATU’s 
Plagiarism 
Policy

Plagiarism is the act of copying, including or directly quoting from 
the work of another without adequate acknowledgement, in order 
to obtain benefit, credit or gain.
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…without adequate acknowledgement means without 
referencing your sources.
You must always show where you found the information you are 
using in your work by referencing it correctly. 



How to Avoid 
Plagiarism?

 The key to avoiding plagiarism in your academic work is to cite 
and reference your work correctly. 

 By doing this you acknowledge that you are basing your work on 
the ideas of others.

 As a student your lecturers expect you to research your work by 
consulting the work of others (in books, journal articles, websites, 
etc.).

 By doing this, you gather evidence to support your work. 

 By referencing correctly, you clearly indicate where you have 
found this evidence. 



Avoid 
Plagiarism

Websites
Journal 
articles

Books
Acknowledge Your 
Sources

Your Work

References



Avoid 
Plagiarism

Websites
Journal 
articles

Books
Acknowledge Your 
Sources

Your Work

No references?
That’s plagiarism!



Quotations

Use quotation marks when using 
another person’s exact words… and 
remember to reference!



Quotation Example

“We need energy from food to keep our 
systems functioning and to fuel our muscles so 
we can move about and do work. The energy 
required to keep the body running even if we 
are not active … is referred to as basal 
metabolism” (Hudson 2021, p.130).



Paraphrase or 
Summarize

Paraphrase or summarize the 
author’s work in your own words… 
and remember to reference!



In My Own Words
Our bodies require energy all the time, 
not just when we are moving or 
exerting ourselves, this is called basal 
metabolism (Hudson 2021, p.130).



Tips for 
avoiding 
plagiarism

 Always reference sources of words, ideas, images or tables

 Don’t copy and paste directly into your assignment

 Use quotation marks if you are using an author’s exact words and 
include a reference

 Read text and paraphrase in your own words and include a 
reference

 Keep track of the sources you consult in your research

 Give yourself enough time to complete assignments



Can You Recognise Plagiarism?

Take the Test!

Created by Cardiff University Library Service. This work is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.



Find out more
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