
A big welcome to all our first year students 
and welcome back to all our 2nd, 3rd ,4th years 
and post grads. Welcome back to all our staff 
as well. Hope you all had a great summer and 
enjoyed the lovely fine weather. The library 
has been very busy over the summer getting 
ready for September and we have some new 
information resources for the forthcoming aca-
demic year. The library has completed its Li-
brary Strategic Plan 2006-2011, a copy of 
which is available on our webopac at http://
gmitlib.gmit.ie . This document outlines our 
plans for the next five years to improve our 
services and we welcome any recommenda-
tions you may have regarding our library ser-
vice. As part of our strategic plan we hope to 
provide an Information Skills Module to all 
our students to assist with your projects and 
research while you are here. This is a life-long 
skill to have and will serve you well in your 
future careers. Watch this space! A number of 
our computers now have Microsoft Office so 
students can now use these PCs to write up 
projects and access class notes. Please         

enquire at the information desk for further details. 
Please also make sure you attend our induction tours 
of the library to get your bearings and always remem-
ber to ask a member of the library staff if you need 
any help or assistance. The very best of luck with 
your studies here in GMIT.    

Margaret Waldron,  Librarian 

Looking Ahead 
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Visiting GMIT Library for the Western Regional Li-
brary Association Seminar  were Eimear Donoghue, 
John Lawlor, Mary Kavanagh and Peter Rabbitt all 
from Galway County Library. Mary Kavanagh was the 
first Galway RTC Librarian.  
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The library has acquired the  ‘Galway Express’  newspaper. 
This paper had a conservative, unionist viewpoint and sup-
ported the evangelical protestantism of the time. The Li-
brary also holds the ‘Galway Vindicator’ which held a more 
liberal pro-nationalist stance. The acquisition of the Galway 
Express gives a balance of opinions and means we have a 
representation of the two main political viewpoints in Ire-
land in the second half of the nineteenth century. It is avail-
able on microfilm for the years 1853 to 1905 and is located 
in the Multimedia Room. 
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The Galway Express now available in GMIT Library 



  
Visiting Librarians                        The Bog Book 

  Quiz 
A � 30 euro book token for the winner of our online quiz. 

Please answer the question below and submit your answer to 
Ask A Librarian on the Library Homepage or to library@gmit.
ie. Answers will only be accepted via email.  

Please have your entries in by Friday 29th September. 

Librarians from  the western counties gathered in GMIT Library 
for the annual seminar of the Western Regional Section of the Li-
brary Association. The speakers included Mr. Tony Linnane, HSE 
Regional Librarian, who spoke on the new online library for 
health, www.hselibrary.ie.  The new online library is a centralisa-
tion of library resources following  the creation of the HSE from 
the Health Boards. This was followed by Mr. Bernard O’Hara, 
Registrar of GMIT and author , who gave a talk on his recently 
published book ‘Davitt’.  The librarians were then given a tour of 
the new Marine Institute headquarters and library in Oranmore. 
The day concluded with the AGM of the Western Regional Sec-
tion.  

Phone: 091 742785 

Fax: 091 742115 

Email: library@gmit.ie 

GMIT Library, 
Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology, 
Dublin Rd., 
Galway 
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The finding of an invaluable 
manuscript of an ancient psalter 
in a bog in the Midlands caused 
great excitement during the 
summer. A huge job of conser-
vation and restoration will be 
undertaken on the manuscript 
and it will be years before we 
get a chance to see this manu-
script. If you would like to get 

an idea of some of the other manuscript treasures of Ire-
land, why not log on to www.isos.dias.ie. This site in-
cludes digital images of Irish manuscripts from selected 
archives including National Library of Ireland, Trinity 
College Library and the Royal Irish Academy. The pro-
ject is ongoing and new manuscripts are being added as 
they are digitised. 
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Staff News 
 Congratulations to Kathryn Briggs who got 
married during the summer. Kathryn mar-
ried Martin Lydon in Croatia. We wish 
them a long and happy life together. 

Opening Hours from 25th September - 15th December                                                                              

Monday - Thursday   9.30 - 21.30 

Friday                         9.30 - 17.30 

Mary Kavanagh, Helen Kilcline and Bernie Kelly at the West-
ern  Regional Section of the Library Association Annual Semi-
nar in GMIT Library 
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This is the centenary of the death of 
Michael Davitt and to coincide with 
this, GMIT Registrar, Bernard 
O’Hara has published an account of 
his life and work. The work is pub-
lished by Mayo County Council in 
conjunction with the Michael Davitt 
Memorial Association. The book was 
launched both in GMIT and in Mayo 
County Library.  It is a concise biog-
raphy and notable for the many  pho-
tographs of Davitt and his family. The 
book deals with all the major aspects 

of his life; his Fenian background, a pioneer of the labour move-

ment in Ireland and England 
and, of course, his involvement 
with the land question and the 
campaign of the Land League. 
What may not be so widely 
known is his work as an author 
and journalist, the work  by 
which he supported his wife and 
family as he consistently refused 
financial assistance for his pub-
lic service.  (How times have 
changed!) 

mapping techniques, the atlas is built around an interactive map, 
which allows anyone to identify, visualise, and query those 
datasets relevant to their interests. The atlas displays data layers 
from numerous coastal and marine organizations both within 
Ireland and abroad, thus providing the best single resource for 
finding and viewing existing Irish coastal and marine data. The 
initiative was originally funded by the Higher Education Au-
thority, and researchers from across Europe and the US worked 
on the project More than 30 organisations are involved in the 
project including Met Eireann, EPA, Martin Ryan Institute, 
NUIG, Geological Survey of Ireland, the Marine Institute and 
the Ordnance Survey Ireland. 

The atlas can be accessed at http://mida.ucc.ie 

Ireland's first all-island digital marine atlas,  was launched in 
July . The Marine Irish Digital Atlas (MIDA) features more than 
115 maps displaying locations such as marinas, ports, conserva-
tion areas, "Blue flag" beaches and lifeboat stations, along with 
information on bedrock geology, territorial limits and high and 
low water marks. Integrating the latest advances in web-based 

New Digital Marine Atlas Launched 

Bernard O’Hara signs copies of 
his book ‘Davitt’ at the GMIT 
launch 

Bernard O’Hara sign-
ing copies his new 
book 

‘Davitt’  by Bernard O’Hara 

A wonderful collection of art books, videos and journals in all 
disciplines are here in the Library and well worth a browse 
through. 
The theses of past students as well as three daily newspapers are 
also available. A colour photocopier is housed here in the Li-
brary. 
Do not hesitate to ask for assistance at anytime as the Library 
Staff are here to help in whatever way we can. 
It was fantastic to see international jewellery designer, Slim 
Barrett, back at his old Alma Mater to open the Exhibition for 
the degree students  on the 10th June. His designs are becoming 
increasingly popular and we wish him continued success. The 
show was outstanding as usual and the best of luck to all gradu-
ates�for the future. Well done. 

Welcome back everyone, hopefully you all had a wonderful 
Summer. A special "Cead Mile Fáilte" for those of you coming 
here for the first time. There will be tours given in the Library 
for all first year students, the times to be arranged by the lectur-
ers.  The Library induction for Access students will take place 
on the Thursday, and the evening Access students on Monday or 
Thursday evenings. Support and help is available for students 
with learning difficulties and I would urge you to make yourself 
known to us here in the Library. 
There is a floor plan on  each floor  of the Library giving details 
of book numbers. We have approximately seventy current jour-
nals here and the back issues  are located on the 3rd floor. I can-
not emphasize enough the importance of these journals for re-
search  information  on all art matters.  

Cluain Mhuire Library News 
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Library Databases
�
The library subscribes to a variety of quality databases that 
cover a wide range of subject areas. A database is a searchable 
electronic catalogue or index, available over the web containing 
information about published items such as: books, journals, 
magazines and newspapers. They allow you to search quickly 
for information on a particular topic without having to spend a 
long period of time browsing through book or journals. Data-
bases usually offer more dependable information than the web; 
they are subscription services that the library pays for. They are 
as much a part of the library's collections as the books on the 

shelves. Therefore, please make use of them.  

Remember . . . 
These resources are subscribed to for your use and benefit.  Li-
brary staff are available to help with any queries you may have.  
User education sessions are available in the library, individually 
or as a group, by enquiring at the information 
desk or contacting Kathryn.briggs@gmit.ie. For 
more information and listing of our electronic 
databases take a look at our ‘Electronic Re-
sources’ page from our library homepage  
(http://gmitlib.gmit.ie). 

New DVDs     

The Essentials of Office I.T.
This program looks at a core range of 
modern I.T. office technologies.
                      �
Fahrenheit 9/11
Michael Moore’s view on what  
happened to the United States  
after September 11. 

The History of Computers
The programme shows how ideas such as Boolean logic, the 
binary system, magnetic/iron core memory, and microproces-
sors have dramatically increased the capacity of computers 
while drastically reducing their size, a phenomenon know as 
Moore's Law. 

New CD-roms 

Martindale: the Complete Drug Reference
Martindale on CD-rom is the electronic version of Martindale: 
The Complete Drug Reference. Allowing access to comprehen-
sive data on: Herbal drugs, Veterinary drugs, Contrast media, 
Diagnostic agents, Radio pharmaceuticals, Poisons, and much 
more. 

Sea Survival: Personal Survival 
Techniques
BIM has developed this CD-rom to 
compliment its sea survival training 
course for the fishing industry. 

Wind Energy
This CD-rom was created to enable access to the presentations 
and reports made at Energy From Fresh Air conferences. 

Electronic Services News  

What does this mean to you? 

Basically, when WAM is up and run-
ning we will no longer be using Ath-
ens. Instead patrons will login using 
student ID numbers & PINs. Thus, 
making access to our databases off-site 
effortless. 

 Accessing databases off-site . . . 

Returning students will be familiar with ‘Athens’, the management 
system that allows GMIT libraries to provide off-site database 
access to registered students. We are currently in the process of 
replacing Athens with WAM (Web Access Management). 
WAM uses a proxy server to control access to subscribed Web 
servers, providing access to authenticated patrons searching off 
campus.  

WAM replaces Athens 
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